CHECK AGAINST DELIVERY

Statement by Ms. Thérese Nzale-Kove
UN Security Council Briefing on the Democratic Republic of the Congo
30 September 2024

President, Excellencies,

Thank you for giving me this opportunity to share with you the situation of women and girls in our country, the
Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), and particularly in the East.

| am Thérése Nzale-Kove, a women's rights activist and Program Officer at Fonds pour les Femmes Congolaises
(FFC), which provides financial and technical support to local organizations promoting women's rights.

My statement will focus on three main issues:
1. The impact of the current humanitarian crisis in the DRC on women, girls and children in particular;
2. Women's participation in political and peace processes; and

3. The importance of protecting civilians and safeguarding women's rights during and after the withdrawal
of the United Nations Organization Stabilization Mission in the DRC (MONUSCO).

The impact of the current humanitarian crisis in the DRC, on women, girls and children in particular

The humanitarian situation in the DRC is disastrous. It is characterized by high rates of internal displacement,®
food insecurity? and sexual and gender-based violence,® which dehumanizes women and girls. More than 7.3
million people are internally displaced, the majority (94%) of whom are concentrated in the four eastern
provinces: lturi, North Kivu, South Kivu and Tanganyika.* Meanwhile, the humanitarian response plan is only
37% funded.®

The impact of recurring armed conflicts and multifaceted crises in eastern DRC on civilians in general and women
and girls in particular, is detrimental to peace and development. Conflict-related sexual and gender-based violence
is widespread and disproportionately impacts women and girls. This includes sexual assault, sexual slavery,
torture, abduction, forced marriage and psychological violence.®

The lack of access to food, firewood and other basic necessities further exposes displaced women, girls and
children to the risk of sexual violence,” forcing them to travel to unsafe areas or to resort to transactional or, as it
is abusively called, “survival” sex, in order to access basic resources.®

With more than 90,000 cases of sexual violence documented last year alone,? it is clear that women and girls are
at risk. Even outside of conflict zones, including when fleeing insecurity, and in and around camps for internally
displaced people (IDPs),' they are vulnerable to predators.

The recent case of gang rape of 268 women and girls in Makala prison'! in Kinshasa is a telling example.
Unfortunately, due to social stigma and the limited capacity of the healthcare system, many of these survivors do
not have access to essential services.'?

On top of all this, thousands of displaced children have no access to education,*®a fundamental right enshrined in
the 1989 Convention on the Rights of the Child and the 1951 Convention relating to the Status of Refugees. Last
year, the United Nations recorded more than 3,700 serious violations committed against children, including
murder, mutilation, sexual violence, abduction and recruitment into armed groups.# Their schools have been
forced to close due to violence linked to recurring and bloody conflicts.'® Since education is a way of protecting
children from all these evils, the time to act is now, to deactivate this ticking time bomb.
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Women's participation in political and peace processes

Congolese women and girls are working tirelessly to contribute to peace efforts and respond to the humanitarian
crisis. While their impact is visible, they receive little support. Their effective participation in the various
peacekeeping, peacebuilding and peace negotiations remains very low, despite the commitment of the
international community to implement Security Council resolution 1325 (2000). As part of an initiative of FFC,
women have formed a think tank and action group called “Synergy of Women for Peace and Security” to
galvanize these efforts. It is essential that women in civil society are able to participate fully and meaningfully in
all aspects of current peace processes, including Nairobi 4 and the Luanda process as well as other regional spaces.

The Luanda Agreement, mediated by Angolan President Jodo Lourenco, marks a positive step toward a lasting
solution to the conflict in eastern DRC, provided that it is respected.

The importance of protecting civilians and safeguarding women'’s rights during MONUSCO?’s transition

The international community should heed the cries of distress from the population living in eastern DRC.
MONUSCO's impending departure must take into account protection of human rights. Hence, it is important to
objectively assess and learn the lessons of the impact of MONUSCO’s withdrawal from provinces such as
Tanganyika and South Kivu.

It is also important to bear in mind the complexity of the specific context in each of the remaining provinces,
particularly North Kivu and Ituri. Fear of a protection vacuum and concerns regarding the protection of civilians
mean that tasks such as the monitoring of human rights violations, including conflict-related sexual violence,
continued support for women’s political participation and empowerment, and for human rights defenders at risk
are critical. These essential responsibilities must be transferred sustainably to the competent authorities and to
other entities having the capacity to carry them out, including civil society organizations, particularly women's
organizations.!® Involving them in assessments of MONUSCO’s disengagement and its impact on the protection
of civilians will strengthen communication with community members.

I would like to conclude by making the following recommendations to the Security Council:

e Call on all parties to the conflict to work towards restoring peace in the region and to respect international
humanitarian and human rights law;

e Call for the accelerated implementation of the Luanda Roadmap;

e Call on the government of the DRC to take concrete steps to counter the scourge of sexual and gender-
based violence;

e Call on MONUSCO and the government of the DRC to consult regularly and meaningfully with women
civil society organizations at all stages of the transition, and to integrate their recommendations into all
drawdown plans, including civilian protection strategies.

Women must take their rightful place in contributing to peace in DRC and the region, and respect for the
fundamental rights of women and children must be non-negotiable.

Thank you for your attention.
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